
Minutes of FoHP 
7.30, 7th  August 2017

1 Present : HF, IC, MB, SMcC, EJ, ET, IH, Ton: Apologies: DC, JV

2 Minutes:  One omission from the previous committee meeting – MB had 
reported that it had been agreed that the top entrance to the park from 
Henrietta Road was dark, gloomy and needed improvement.

2.1 Matters Arising: none

3 Report from the Chair: Green Flag

3.1 Thanks to the gardeners ( Colin, Steve and Justin) and all the volunteers 
whose hard work has enabled us to achieve green flag status for this year.

3.2 Welcome to Ton, who will be dealing with the website and social media. 
MB to advise David Robinson.

MB

4 Finance Report: ICC

4.1 The  account now contains £3004 with the receipt of £352 from PERA from 
their Summer Party. 

4.2 A specific Henrietta Park bank account from the RBS is free for the first 
two years and then incurs measurable transaction charges (c £36 pa based 
on last 12 months). HF/IC will investigate Santander and TSB. This needs 
to be resolved soon, ready for new subscriptions due on October 1st.

HF/IC

5 Membership: IH

5.1 Membership currently stands at 78 paid up members.

5.2 Membership renewal date to  be 1.10.17. Note to be sent out to membership 
for information. It was agreed that those who had joined after 1st July 2017 
will not be asked to pay again.

IH

5.3 A “membership renewal desk”could also be set up at the proposed Autumn 
Social in the Rising Sun on 18th October.

IH

5.4 HF, IH, MB and IC to have access to the membership list when complete, 
containing e mails, addresses and phone numbers – some members have no 
access to e mail. Permission from members would be needed on 
membership forms.

 

5.5 Membership form to be added to the web site. IH, HF, 
Ton

6. Council Liaison : MB

6.1 Noticeboards : the Council has agreed the site and possible designs; 
Committee to decide on design ( possibly two sided) and content, and FoHP 
will pay. We need to look at the one on Bloomfield Green which is the 
Council's design of choice. A two sided arrangement would be ideal, as 
information on the trees could be set up on one side.

ALL



6.2 The notice at the Rec: HF to draft a letter to the Trustees of the Rec 
regarding the naming of Henrietta Park and exercising dogs.

HF

 6.3 Defensive planting in the gap in hedge in the Mews near Sunderland Street 
has been agreed for the Autumn (November onwards). Council to provide 
holly bushes for the gap, FoHP volunteers to provide the labour. We need to 
set a target date.

IC

6.4 Preventative planting behind the old Henrietta Villas gate to the Memorial 
Garden – the Council have been made aware of this need and will provide 
suitable plants.

MB

6.5 Ownership of the Villa Magdala has changed hands, but Caroline Browning 
has remained the manager and is a useful contact.

 

6.6 IH has cleaned the Forester plaque (thanks), and a new site was discussed 
with Jeremy Dymond and Jane Robson. The possibility of removing some 
or all of the Kiwi Fruit and planting another one elsewhere was discussed, if 
the expense or difficulty of moving the base stone proves great. Possibility 
of creating a small bed of plants around the stone.

 MB

6.7 Gates: the original colours have been researched and volunteers required – 
Newsletter. Mayveen to supervise, with two new volunteers.

MB/HF

6.8 Repainting of Railings: this needs to be coordinated with the cutting of 
shrubs followed by cleaning of railings by Community Payback over the 
next three months. (Other places are taking priority). Hammerite will be 
used for painting - this will be supplied by the Council.

MB

6.9 Iris baskets for the pond : the plants have been kept and FoHP have offered 
to buy baskets. The response from the Council is that they will buy the 
baskets – MB to follow up.

MB

6.10 Gargoyle for water fountain. Council will not restore water to the fountain 
but are happy to fix stone gargoyle from the choice provided by DC. FoHP 
to purchase.

DC

6.11 Sunderland Street entrance : permission has been granted for us to organise 
a clear out of nettles and brambles, and replant bushes worth keeping. 
Newsletter to include a request for a minimum of 4 volunteers. Gardening 
tools will be provided by the Council, though we have plenty between 
committee members. Colin and Jane need to be informed of a date once 
arranged.

HF

6.12 Henrietta Road top entrance: permission granted for general clear out of 
shrubbery to be replaced by woodland planting . Committee to consider 
options, ET to coordinate. A project for 2018.

ET

6.13 Green Flag as lever – recommendation that entrances should be welcoming.

6.14 Colin on admin duty on Mondays. It is difficult for him at present to outline 
when garden staff will be available in Henrietta Park because of sickness 
and holidays.

6.15 Jane Robson has ordered new, animal-proof litter bins, which is very good 
news. There will be two additional bins, with some re-siting as there is 
heavier usage in some parts of the park.

6.16 The flagpole site for the Green Flag was agreed by Jane, Jeremy, MB and 
IC – to be to the left of the toilets, beside the wooden fence, in a high, 

MB



prominent position well away from trees. The standard height flagpole of 
4m will be provided by the Council.

6.17 The Council will definitely not allow us to have tree labels or numbers. We 
will select the best examples of trees and have a map and references on the 
new notice board.

ET/HF

6.18 The Council's Garden Strategy and schedule has been provided to MB, 
though the Parks Dept is under pressure. Steve has been made full time in 
the department but he is still agency.

7: Rough Sleepers and Drugs

7.1 Tents:  Council informed through Cllrs. Crossley and Turner as well as 
regular channels.

7.2 4 syringes found between loos and Henrietta Street entrance during the  
litter pick on Sunday.

 

7.3 We should continue to report sleepers even though the Council and police 
seem unwilling to help. Contacting the police is preferred. Contacting 
Caroline Browning, manager at the Villa, may result in more action by the 
police.

8 Toilets  

8.1 One is broken, the other often unavailable through occupation by drug users 
and homeless. 

8.2 Council informed through Cllrs. Crossley and Turner as well as regular 
channels, and a quick response to open the loos. (Both now functioning).

9 Bat Walk: 

9.1 Organised with Avon Wildlife and JD from the council for 6.30 ish  on 
Wednesday 27 September. Need to contact Pulteney Arms re gathering for a 
drink downstairs afterwards. Members to be invited by the forthcoming 
Newsletter. The details of the evening need to be published asap.

HF

9.2 Sponsorship of Bat and Bird Boxes – advertise through newsletter and find 
out prices. We could also make our own, but it was agreed we need to 
control the range of sizes suitable for different birds. The Council has 
agreed to help with installation, which ideally needs to be in October. 
“Sponsor a Bird Box” suggested.

HF

The info for dates on the BAT WALK and the AUTUMN SOCIAL needs to 
be sent out urgently.

HF

10 AOB

Autumn Social - to be set up ahead of/with membership renewal in the 
Rising Sun. Proposed date Wednesday 18th October.  This would be as the 
PERA socials, with members purchasing their own drinks but with nibbles 
provided.

11 Next Meeting : Tuesday, Oct 3,  7.30,  Venue to be announced.  




